Bustle Building the White Bow Way

By Bob Hamman, MM White Bow
Edited by MM Boy Helper & MM Little Willing Talker

There are many ways to build a bustle and this is only one. Our objective is to provide instructions that
are detailed enough for anyone in a remote location, without assistance, to build a quality bustle. The
bustle will be portable (by folding up), attractive, yet sturdy when worn. Making the bustle portable by
removing the center “ dowel spikes’ and folding the “U” of feathers both protects the bustle in transit
and storage & takes up less room in vehicles or troop trailers when transporting, thus folding the bustle
isimportant. There are variances you can easily make from these instructions, but the basics and some
of the “tricks” we have learned are included. A “trailer” is not included as a part of these instructions,
but can be easily added if desired, however alonger back board should be used (8”). It is strongly
suggested that you take the time to read through the instructions before starting. Also, be sure you have
all the materials available before you start and the tools you will need.

Materials List:

Youmay usea“kit” bustle ordered from the Inner Circle Trading Company, (816)
262-0964, www.innercircletrade.com, or the camp store, but you may wish to add to
the kit the itens listed under the “non-kit” items at the bottom of the material li<t.
This“demo” bustle was prepared from individually purchased items and not from a
kit. Thismethod may be more economical for groupswherethe“kits’ may be
economical for individuals.

Itemsincluded in a Super Deluxe Traditional Bustle Kit (Missouri River brand):

36 imitation eagle wing feathers* (we used 4 pieces 2" x 2" fur*
“turkey wing spikes” in the “demo bustle’) 4 hawk bells*
1 0z. 56" fluffs (base) 3/8” striped ribbon*
5% x 8" x ¥4 plywood base* (3) 18" shoelaces
(longer for atrailer-we used a5” x 6" base) 2 yds. simulated sinew*
4" beaded rosette 1 spool thread
4" |eather disk glue
6" x 60" broadcloth* (for the trailer) 2 swivel snaps
(12) 3/16” x 18" dowels (2) ¥4’ eye screws
(3) 5/16” x 18" dowels (1 for the trailer*) 3 rolls of colored electrical tape
(2) 6” x 8" white buckskin* (1) 14" wire (we used clothes hanger wire in the
2 white buckskin thongs* “demo” bustle)
% oz. white horsehair
*not used in this “demo” bustle

Non-Kit items used in this* demo bustle” not
included in a Super Deluxe Bustle Kiit:

Roll of waxed cord or string

100 zig zag split shot (fishing weights)

2 additional packs of fluffs for two more colors

(%2 oz. base fluffs & Y oz tip fluffs)

Wire hanger (only if you are not using a kit)

Large needle

(2) 27" shoelaces (unless you use the 18" in the kit)
(2) 10" lengths of oiled thong or laces for belt loops
Tools Needed: Cutter and pliers to cut and bend the
wire hanger; electric or manual drill and drill bits to
drill the holes in the back board, the dowels in the
end of the feathers for the wax thread & in the end of
the dowels for the “spikes.” A saw will be needed to
cut out the back board and to cut off the dowels.



www.innercircletrade.com,or

Note: When choosing colors, it is preferred that you use light colors next to dark colors as they “show”
better, whereas a dark color next to a dark color tend to blend into one another, especially from a
distance. Many choose to repeat one of the center piece colors on the tips of the feathers for tip fluffs.
The “demo bustle” chose white turkey wing spikes (although standard wing feathers can, and often are,
used), red tip fluffs, and yellow, orange, & red fluffs for the center piece with red, orange & yellow
electrical tape often referred to as “Oklahoma’ colors.

PREPARING THE FEATHERS
|. Making the Fletching Uniform

The objectiveisto make al the featherslook identical with identical tips, fletching
length, tab length & the same overall length. Y ou will generaly end up with 26-38
“cloned” feathersfor your bustle. The samplebustle has34 and the “kit bustles’ come
with 36, while others comewith less. If you are using wing feathers (often wider than
“spikes’) and shorter overall length, you may use asfew as 26 feathers. Wing feathers
are used more often than wing “ spikes” intribal bustles.

If you use “wing feathers’ you would not “strip” one edge of thewing feathersasyou
would a“spike,” but use the whole feather with both sides of the fletching intact. So
you would skip theinstruction to strip the top side of the fletching when using
standard wing feathers.

WeHIGHLY recommend that you “straighten” your feathers. Instructionson how to
straighten feathersis not included as they can be found elsewhere. Y ou can use either
aniron or alight bulb to straighten your feathers. Although time consuming, by
straightening your feathers the bustle turns out more attractive and uniform. A past
“Make Tak” article by Connor Elliott showsthe straightening of feathers.

NOTE: If anironisused to straighten the feathers, it isadvisable to have an
adult perform thistask dueto the potential to be burnt on theiron.

BE SURE TO USESUNGLASSESIF USING A LIGHT BULB TO
STRAIGHTEN FEATHERS

* From “curved” to*“sraight”




Begin by sorting your feathersinto
“lefts” and “rights.” Each feather has
anatura “curve’ & you need to have
the curvego * up” when the rounded
side of the shaft or quill istoward you (up). The shaft of the feather will be referred to
asthe“quill” and the“feathery part” referred to asthe “fletching.”

Make acard board pattern for the end of the feather with a pattern for the left and
another pattern for the right (or just flip your pattern). Then cut all the ends of the

feathersto match the pattern. Thisgivesyou anice consistent look for all feather
ends.

Now strip the side of the spikewith very littlefletching onit. Just start near thetop
and pull down and discard thefletching torn off. Be careful at thetop asthe feather is
quitefragilethere. Even though we have taken all the fletching from the top down,
you canleavea 1/2 inch or so, asit gives thetip fluffiesmoreto be glued onto &
support when you glueyour tip fluffson the feather later in the process.
Consequently, you can start about half an inch or so down from the top to strip off the
narrow side of thefeather. Only do thiswhen using wing spikes... DO NOT STRIP
THE FLETCHING s )
WHEN USING s
REGULAR WING
FEATHERS.




Linethefeathers up on atable or on the floor with the tipsthat you just cut all even.
(Hint: usealong board against the tipsto “bump”

Find the feather with the shortest “fletching” (the “feather part”) measuring from the
top tip of thefeather. Y ou can visually pick out the shortest from the“lineup” of the
feathers by looking down the line and picking the feather with the shortest fletching.
Notethat in this process you totally ignore the overall length of the feather; you are
only concerned with the length of the fletching portion of the feather. Measure from
thetip of the feather down to the bottom of the fletching with aruler or tape measure.
In the case of our “sample bustle” it was 11 3/4". Itislikely that your shortest

feather’ sfletching will be shorter than this.
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It iseasiest to placetape on atablethat isthe same distance asyour fletching
measures.

Take something pointed (in this case a pencil, but anice pick, nail, or other pointed
object will work) and separate the fletching wherethe tapeis. Takethe bottom side
that is separated and strip it off the quill or shaft of the feather. Repeat for all feathers.

Theresultisto makethefletching part of all
the feathersthe same.



Now that you have uniform tips and fletching size, the next goal isto makeall the
feathers uniform in overall length.

Il. Lengthen the Feathers:

Thisisdone by clipping of the pointed end of the feather high enough to get to the
round part of the quill.
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This givesyou an areato put a3/16” wood dowel into. At thispoint you need to

determine how long you want the extended feathersto be. “Big” isnot necessarily

“better” asalarger bustleismore easily broken or damaged by catching onto trees,

shrubs, doorwaysor other dancers. Theoverall length is generally between 16" and

21",

/ The“demo” bustleistoo big to be practical when
: wearing, but was made so only for demonstration

pUrpOSes.

Determinethe overall length of the feather plusthe
dowsdl that isstuck inthe end (see sharpening theend
below). Y ou can stick the 3/16 inch dowel into the
bottom of the quill asfar as possible to get someidea
and then mark the dowel at the length you want. Using that measurement placetwo
pieces of tapethat distance apart on awork surface to measure the full length of all
your feathersto get consistency & makesit e‘asier to mark the rest of the dowels.

A

Take alonger dowel and sharpen it in apencil sharpener to sharpen it somewhat. This
is not absolutely necessary, but makesit easier to insert the dowel into the open end of
the quill. ItisOK if the dowel splitsthe end of the quill whenyou putitin. Don't
worry about the length, asyou will cut it to the proper length in the next step.



Put glue on the sharpened tip
of the dowel and push into the open end of the quill asfar asit will gowith agentle
push.

Lay thefeather with the dowel sticking out of it with thetip of the feather onthe
inside of the tape mark and mark the dowel on the inside of the other tape mark.
Then saw or cut the dowel onthe mark. Repeat for all other feathers.

When using regular wing feathers (most of you will), the quill bottoms are smaller
than the 3/16 dowel and will split out. That is OK, just make surethat the feather is
straight with the dowel. Y ou can use some of your colored electrical tapeto tapeit in
placewhilethegluedries. Be surethat the feather and dowel both lay flat against the
table while drying and the dowe is straight in line with the dowel.

V. Preparing the Loop
Flatten the dowel on each side by taking aknife and shaving off wood about aninch or

so up from the bottom. This makesthe loopsyou will add stick better, take care not to
cut too deeply into the dowe or cut ourf! See Important Note Below!




IT ISVERY IMPORTANT THAT THE FLAT PART OF THE DOWEL
MATCH PERFECTLY WITH THE WAY THE FEATHER LAYS. WITHOUT
THE ALIGNMENT OF THE FLAT PART OF THE LOOPWITH THE FLAT
PART OF THE FEATHER/FLETCHING, THE FEATHER WILL NOT LAY
FLAT PROPERLY INTHE BUSTLE, BUT WILL BE “COCKED” TO ONE
SIDEOR THE OTHER.

Cut enough leather stripsfor al your feathers. The strips should be about 2 34" or so
long and about aswide asthe dowel. Make onefor each dowel.

Put glue ontheinside of thetab and lay it on each flat side. Do not placeglueonthe
“loop part” of theleather tab. Remember, itiscritical that theflat part of the taps
match perfectly with theflat part of the feather.

Take thread and wrap the leather tab leaving aloop at the bottom. Repest for each
feather. Theloop should be uniform and about the size of thedowel. Thisis
demonstrated below by the dowel running through the loop to show the size of the
loop. Theloop iswhat you will use to attach the feathers to the back board.

All of thefeathers should
now all be the samelength
with the loop at the bottom

attached.



V. Taping the Feathers

The next step isto determine your tape pattern and what order you wish the colorsto
be placedin. Inthiscase we have chosen to usethree colors, red, orange and yellow.
Although all of the tape may not be seen from the front, remember that some of it will
be seen from the back (or seen when viewing the tribesman from the front). Taping
with oneor two colors is easier, but this*demo” showswhat can bedone. Choose a
“master feather” and use it for measuring where the tape starts and use that
measurement or match the “master feather” for placement of tapeon all therest of the
feathers.

Start thefirst wrap ¥+-3/8" below thefletching, Otherwise, you will want to measure
from thetip of the feather and start the wrapping at the same position on each feather.
Measure each following color to be sureit starts as the same place on the feather or
usethe“master feather” asaguide.

VI. Addingthehorsehair & tip fluffs

Although this step can be accomplished anytimein the process, now isagood timeto
put thetip fluffsand horse hair on the end of each feather.

Take each feather and place a medium amount of glue on the end of the feather and
lay 5 or 6 strands of horse hair in the glue on thefront tip of thefletching. Y ou may
wishto clip the hair at theend to evenit out before placing in the glue.



Presson atip fluff over the horse hair and glue on the front of the feather. After
drying, glueoneon back also. Besureto trim thebase end of the fluffs to make them
the same sizeand so that you get very little“stem” or quill and mostly fluff. This
makes each fluff uniform, looks better, & keepsthem lighter in weight so that the end
of the feathers doesn’t break off aseasily.

Stripsof colored plastic may beused in place of the horse hair, but thisis more
common on “fancy dance’ stylebustles.

THE BACK BOARD

*NOTE: BSA POLICY DOESNOT ALLOW YOUTH TO USE POWER TOOLS,
CONSEQUENTLY THE DRILLING REFERRED TOHEREIN MUST BE
PERFORMED BY AN ADULT LEADER. Thiswould apply to sawing out the back
board from plywood, if using a power saw vs. a hand saw.

VI1I. Making the back board

A board should be prepared by sawing from about 3/16” to 3/8” inch plywood, particle
board, or asimilar material that isabout 5 by 6” which will be called the “ back
board.” The corners should be rounded for comfort for thewearer. If adding a
“trailer” to the bustle, make the base board 8” or 9” long to accommodate thetrailer.

Measure down ¥2inch from thetop and infrom each side 1 %2". Thisshould placetwo
marks that are 2" apart. Drill ahole* on each mark with adrill bit dlightly bigger than
the clothes hanger wire. Drill another hole* 1" below each of these holes.
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Y ou may want to go ahead at thistime and drill the 3 holes on each side of the board
for the belt loops (see XVI1I-you can drill the belt loop holes at this point if you wish).
The belt loop holes are better at 2 ¥2-2 ¥4 apart than 3.

Acquire aclothes hanger (the heavier the wire the better) and cut two pieces 7’ long.

Takeapieceof the7”
clotheshanger wire and
measure 2 1/2” from the
end and bend the wirewith
two pair of pliersto aright
angle.

Measure 3%2’ from the other end
and make asimilar right angle
bend. Thisshould leaveyou one
inch in the middle at the bottom.
Repeat with the other wire.



VII. Mounting the wire on the back board

3" Bend r::-i-l

Insert the longer end (3 ¥2") of the bent wire in the bottom hole and
the shorter end (2 ¥%") inthe hole nearest the top of the back board :
(from the side the feathers will be mounted onor “front”) so that 2 Bond | J
thewire protrudes from the side of theback board that will be et
against the body (back). Repeat for the other wire.

Take the bottom wire (3 %2") and bend a

it toward the top of the back board. Repesat for
the other wire.

| For snugness, place the front of the board against another
S solid “scrap” wood surface and pound on thewiresto
“snug” them against the back board.

Bend the 3 %% wire over

g fm\‘ the top of the back board

o«

and then againdown the
back of the back board.

~ Itiswiseto makeadlight bend near the end of thewire
at thetip toward theback board before bending the wire against the back board to
avoid scratching the Tribesman. Theend of thewirewill bevery near the original
holeit came out of on the other side. Y ou may use the hammer again to “snug” the
wire to the back board. Repeat with the other wire.
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| Bend thewire (2%2") on : I
. thefront of theback board toward the back board so that it
 isd adight angle (almost straight up and down, perhaps

about 15 degrees). Repeat with other wire.
MOUNTING THE FEATHERS ON THE BACK BOARD
VII1. Arranging and stringing the feather s on the back board

Lay thefeathers out on the floor or table and arrange your feathers as you would have
them appear in the final bustle. The lefts being ontheleft and therightsbeing on the
right with the best arrangement for spacing that you can achieve. Besurethat the
number of “rights’ exactly equal the number of “lefts” on your back board. The place
where*“rights’ meet the“lefts’ at the bottom of the“U” should bein the center bottom
of thebustle“U”.

Spacing the feathers for the best “fit” & more pleasing appearance is important.
Sometimesjust moving afew feathers can improve the appearance.

After making this arrangement, starting at either the left or right side at the top, run the
27 (18" will work, but it istight) shoe lace down through each bottom loop, starting
with thetop feather on the right and running the lace through each feather loop inthe
exact order that you have put them in, ending at the top of the left feather. Theloose
ends of the lace should be equal on each side.
Thiswill be called the*loop shoelace.”

Theloops of the feathers arevery closeto one another
& normally touch. Make sure all feathers extend at

least one inch or moreonto the board. Thisprovides
the support to keep the feathersfrom folding toward the
body of the Tribesman.




Placethe“strung” feathers on the back board arranged

ina“U” that is centered on the back board. With amarker, trace the outline of the
“U” ontheinsideof the“U” on the back board. M ake sure that the loops extend at
|east oneinch into the back board.

With apencil, mark
acrossthe“U” by
the first loop of the
top feather on each
sideof the“U.”
Then go down every
third or fourth
feather around the

' “U” & makea
“hash” mark. Thiswill be the approximate location of drilling holes to fasten the lace
going through the loopsto the back board. Whether your spacing is 3 or 4 loops apart
depends on the number of feathersyou have. The demo used 3 on each sideon thetop
and 4 between each hole after that. 'Y ou definitely want the bottom hole centered and
to be between thedivision of theright & |eft feathers a the bottom.

Removethefeathers and go through aprocess of “adjusting” the holes. Y ou may have
to“ move” theorigina pencil marks at the top end slightly to gain symmetry or
“balance.” Re-arrangethe holes so that the right and | eft holes are (1) directly across
from each other (horizontally) and (2) that the matching holesfrom each side are the
| same distance from the edge of theback board.

An adult leader
should drill* a
holefor each
mark inthe“U”
that islarger than
the lace.
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I X. Attaching thefeathersto the back board

Lay the feathers back down over theback board in the position you had them when
you marked out your “U.” Takethe end of theloop shoe lace and run through the top
hole on each sidethat you have drilled.* Tighten it up onthe other side of the back
) board and tie the endstogether on the back of the back
‘@ &' | board with abow. After you have finished thisstep or
A at alater time, makethe bow asguare knot. (see XV11)
2 ]

Takeanew 27 (or 18”) shoe lace (tiedown lace) and place it up through thebackside
of theback board starting at the hole directly bel ow the top hole you havejust run the
loop shoe lace through. Pushit up through the hole (between the 3¢ and 4" or 4" &
5™) between the loops and over the top of the loop shoe lace and back down through
thesamehole. Thispassover the loop shoe lace“traps’ it to the back board.

Go to the next hole and -

repeat the process, etc. Be sure to come from the backside through the hole, over the
lace that is holding the feather loops together, and back down the same hole. Besure
toleaveabout 5" or so hanging out the back of the back board. Repest this processfor
every holeinthe*U” that you drilled. Thiswill result in attaching all the feathersto
the back board.

After you complete going up through and back through all the holes, you will have
lace left. After running the lace back through thelast hole, tieit to theloose end of the
tie laceonthe other sidethat you started. Thisshould be done onthe back side of the
back board. This should complete attaching the feathersto the back board.

14



X. “Stringing” thefeathers

The next step isto place awaxed (or unwaxed) cord through each of the feathers.
Thiswill be used to secure the feathersin place for spacing so that asyou “close” and
“open” them for transporting, they stay in the same place/rel ationship to each other.

Put the cord through the eye of alarge needle and start at the top feather on theright
and push the needle through the quill of the feather from %2’ to 2" below bottom of
thefletching. Thisisalater picture showing the“tiedown” lace:

-

Y ou may need to use pliersto force the needle through or it may be necessary to use a
drill* bit that creates a snug hole to put the needle through (particularly if thequill is
filled or the dowd is up inthe quill far enough to be where you are threading the
needlethrough). IT ISIMPORTANT THAT THENEEDLE BE“FLAT” WITH THE
FLETCHING WHEN PUTTING IT THROUGH THE QUILL/DOWEL.
OTHERWISE THE FLETCHING/FEATHER MAY BE “COCKED” TO ONE SIDE
OR THE OTHER AND NOT LAY FLAT ASIT SHOULD. Repesat thesein
succession for each feather.

Besuretoleave 10” or so of cord abovethefirst feather
on theright and abovethelast feather on theleft. You
will usethisfor supporting your featherslater on.
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X1. Spacing and securing the spaces of the feathers

Now arrange your featherswith the exact spacing you wish them. Start with the
center two feathers at the bottom and work up on each side. The center two feathers,
onea“right” and the other a“left,” should extend from the center of the base board
straight down.

Work up each side and space the feathers as you wish them. 'Y ou should consider the
closeness and relationship of the fletching more than the distance of the quillsfrom
each other. Thefletching relationships are most important to the appearance of the
bustle rather than precise distances between the quills, so the spacing of the quillswill
vary, whilethe chi ngs appear to be consistent.

Taking care not to move the feathers from their “ adjusted” position, carefully place a
split shot on the cord on thetop side of the quill & squeeze shut. Thetop of the left
side of the bustle will be on theright side of the feather while the top of theright side
‘mark” the
feather's
position on
the cord &
reduce
feather
movement.

16



Now go back and place the split shot on the cord on the other side of all the feathers,
“snugging”

the feather uptothepreviously placed split shot.

MAKING THE CENTER PIECE

XI11. Preparing the center piece base

Y ou can actually perform thistask anytime, but we saved it until last, as considered
easier thantherest of the steps. Takea 3’ to 5 1/2" |eather (or other heavy material)
disk and punch (or drill*) two holesinit.

17



4

A center circleishelpful for

reference of whereto paste Sy
fluffs. ERE RN

dJiamerer g\‘ v
.

XI111. Decorating

(Hint: Thisisthe sameway you make arm bustles.)

Normally, only 1 or 2 colors are used on the centerpiece. Thefluffswill beglued on
the disk starting with the “base” fluff outer color first. Take carethat the fluffs curve
the same way and that they create an equidistant circle around the disk. You canusea
“guide’ like apaper plate or other round object to help you achievethecircle. Besure
to use enough basefluffsitis“full” looking around the outside of thecircle.

Place the next row of fluffs to theinside of the outer row.

18



After placing your inside row of fluffs, place the mirror or beaded rosette in the center
by gluing it. Remember,to make“arm bustles,” you duplicate the same process.
Step X V1 will show you how to fasten the center piece to the bustle.

XIV. Preparing the Two Center “ Spike” Dowels:
Cut two of the 3/8” dowelsto alength of 12-18.”

Choose adrill bit dightly larger than the hanger wire (about 9/64”) and drill* aholein
the end of the dowel. Repeat for the other dowel.

Push the dowel down onthe
wire protruding from the
front of the back board asfar
asitwill go. Repeat for the other dowel. Make surethat the dowels are straight up
and down, if not, bend the wires until they are.

Take the “ Spike Dowels’ back off the wires and decorate them with tape and fluffs.
You can decorate the Spike Dowels anyway you wish. Similar colors pluswhiteand
tying and gluing fluffs on them wasthe choice on this“demo” bustle.
Here are some examples of the dowel spikes:
r

3
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A fly fishing tool is helpful in tying both the fluffs on the dowel spikesand, earlier, the
leather tabs on the dowels.

Thisloop wastied with thefly fishing tool. The dowel
isrun through theloop only to show how you can make
theloopsuniform.

XV. Placing theeyescrew

Place the decorated “ Spike Dowels’ on their respective wires on theback board.

Next, pull the cord up on each side by each dowel. Pull enough to lift the feathers
dightly off thetable. When the featherslift off the table and makeaslight “cup,”
mark that location with apencil on the dowel.

Take the dowel off thewires. Screw the metal eye into the dowel whereit is marked.
Y ou may haveto usanicepick or adrill* to get it started, depending on the kind of
wood the dowel is made from. lEFSepear[ for the other dowel

Place each dowel back onto its respective wire. Hook afishing swivel onto each metal
eye. Run the cord from each sidethroughthe lower loop in the fishing swivel. Pull
the cord until the feathersrisedightly off the table and until the feather isthe same
distance from the dowel on each side. Thedistanceisnot asimportant as each side
being identical. The distance from the eye screw on the dowel spiketo the cord onthe
first feather may be aslittleas2” or asmuch as9+”. If you add a* neck bustle’ some
20



day, you will want to either cut off the dowel spikesright abovethe eyescrew or make
anew set of shorter dowel spikes.

etop
and at the same angle. Thefeatherswill be spaced from the top feather down to the
two “ center feathers’ (those being thelast “left” and last “right” at the bottom). The
two center feathers should be straight down from the center of the bottom of theback
board. After that positioning isaccomplished, tie off the waxed cord in the last loop of
the snap swivel and cut excesswaxed cord off.

XVI. Placingthecenter piece

Lace Holes Center & Level Best Fit Regardless of Hole Position

After positioning your center piece, lift it up and mark where the lace would go
directly through the baseboard. Thisisa’guesstimate,” but “close” will work fine.
The two holes probably won'’t be either straight across or centered on the board, but
that isnot important. What 1S important isto get the center piece centered visually so
it looks best and let the holesbe wherethey may. Drill the two marked holeslarge
enough to easily get thelacethrough them. Y ou can see how far off center oursare.

21



XVII. Making thebelt loops

The belt loops will require three holes about ¥%” from the right & left edge. Start about
an inch from the top of the back board. 2 %" below that hole, mark for another hole.
The final hole aninch below the second hole. The purpose of the third holeisto move
t\he Ignqt_to_ the pack (body side) of the back board.

ey

g7 4

Knot your oiled leather thong on the front (feather side) of the back board and pushiit
down through the top hole. Come back up through the second hole (forming thebelt
loop), then down from the front again through the third hole and knot it. It is
necessary to have the lower knot on the back (body side) of the back board to prevent
interference with the feathers. Y ou then run any belt through the two loops that you
have made on the back of the back board to wear the bustle.




XVIII. Supporting thefeathers

Place your two dowel spikes on the wire uprights. Take the swivel snap and run
the wax cord through the closed loop, then hook the open end of the swivel
snap onto the eye hook on the dowel spikes. Repeat for the other side. Pull the
black waxed cord through the end loop of the snap. Pull firmly and up enough
that the feathers make a dight ﬂﬁ

INTERLOCK & Pax
SNA

N
N

NN

Be sure that the feathers are in the center at the bottom (where the right and left
meet) and be sure that the distance from the eye hook to the top feathers (where
the wax cord goes through) is the same on both the right and the left. Once you
have accomplished that, tie the waxed cord off through the swivel snap eye on
both sides and cut off the excess cord.

The bustle is now finished and ready to assemble and wear.
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XIX. Preparethebustleto wear

To prepareto wear the bustle, lay it out, put the laces through the back board from the
center piece, tiethelacesin a bow on the back of the back board, put both of the
dowel spikeson the wires, hook the swivel hooksto each metal eyes screw (remember
not to close the hooksthat go through the eye screws-it is not necessary and are hard
tounsnap), and put the belt through the belt |oops on the back of the back board and it
isready to wear.
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Simply follow the reverse processto get the bustle ready for transporting by folding it
up and carefully handling the center piece. Y ou will have four separate pieces (not
counting your belt) when disassembling your bustle, (1) the baseboard & feathers(2)
the center piece (3) theright “ spike dowel” and (4) the left “spike dowel.” Obtaining a
plastic chemical bucket (wash thoroughly) from your local swimming pool to keep
your bustle in workswell asthey are deeper than astandard 5 gallon plastic bucket.

BE AWARE THAT YOU ARE WEARING THE BUSTLE AND YOUR
SURROUNDINGS. BE CAREFUL NOT TO RUN INTO DOORWAY'S, TREE
LIMBS, OTHER DANCER'SBUSTLES, OR SITTING ON THE GROUND AS
THE FEATHERS ARE DELICATE AND CAN BREAK OFF. THE BUSTLE CAN
BE REPAIRED, BUT IT ISTIME CONSUMING. YOU PUT A LOT OF WORK
INTO MAKING YOUR ATTRACTIVE BUSTLE; TAKEGOOD CAREOFIT & IT
WILL GIVE YOU MANY YEARS OF WEAR.

For questions, comments, or suggestion e-mail bobh@firstassetfinancial.com
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